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‘As Good as a Chorus’ and ‘the Vulgars Element’
How the Audience and the Chorus Reciprocate in Hamlet

Junwu Tian and Mingyi Wang

Abstract

The weakening of the chorus destabilises its symbiotic, triadic nexus with action
and audience. In Hamlet, however, Shakespeare rejuvenates this quondam bond
and strengthens and materialises this reciprocal connection between the chorus
and the audience through the categorical utilisation of the chorus. Because of the
sophistication of the Shakespearean audience, the choru: lesigned to satisfy
the varied demands of the privileged and the plebeian. Therefore, in Hamlet, a
flattering chorus enchants a sophisticated audience, with vestiges of the clas-
& 3 sical chorus remaining; the privileged audience is consciously educated by the
' choral performance, while the vulgar audience can be musically inspired by the

Q@ zaw Platonic Soulin ANG: A Quarterly Accepted poetic chorus. Shakespeare innevatively revamps the chorus to recruit audi-
Hamiets Choral Trio  Journal of short ences of all s and even for the vulgars, the chorus could awaken the ‘latent
Aticles, Kotes and... poetry’ therein. Mareover, in the process, the hazy subjective consciousness of

the vulgars as ‘the beauty of the world, the paragen of animals’, is enlightened

Shakespeare revives the tragedy of humanity by contemporising the traditional

My Articles

elements.
ANCE A Quarterly Journal of Short Articles, Notes, and Reviews - Decision on Manuscript 1D 26-24-194.R1 L] Lol
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@ i Hamilet's classical chorus and Shakespearean audience

Hamlet's earliest recorded performance venue was the Globe Theatre, which

was first destroyed in 1613 parily because the audience was so enamoured of

LR the stage production of Henry VIII - ‘their eyes more attentive to the show’ —
that nobody noticed ‘an idle smoke ... consuming within less than an hour

the whole house to the very grounds"' Fortunately, at the initiative of Sam

Wanamaker, the Third Globe was rebuilt in much of the original style and

el officially inaugurated in 1997, Hamiet has been restaged here, and while the
stage, music, script and architecture are reproduced as faithfully as possible

A¥G: & Quarterly Journal of from Shakespeare’s time, one of the essential components of the performance,
Kotes, and Reviows, the audience, has fundamentally changed. One striking distinction between
contemporary spectators and those of Shakespeare is the attitude. The former

Thank vou far your fine contribution presupposes that theatregoing — which has been marginalised in today’s pop-
ular culture — is a refined art with an aesthetic thresheld: they appreciate and
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Symposium Update: Submission
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Dear Swifties, “fg‘)?(-ﬁ ﬁ“%ﬁ" H%Eiﬁiﬁ

We are pleased to inform you that, after our careful review,

your abstract stood out among a large number of submissions
FEAEE2MmIT,
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and has been accepted.

Please confirm whether you accept our invitation to present,

and indicate your preference for either an in-person
presentation at Jilin University, Changchun, or an online
presentation via Zoom. Additionally, please specify the

language of your presentation. HEHE,
" . w1
We kindly request you to send us the updated and final version 3
Y req| A P! HEWE (—) gittmEEEA
of your abstract. We will compile an abstract book along with HHE

the final program.
Best regards,

The Organizing Committee BRiAEh0
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Congratulations on winning the prize of the "National College

Student Classic Literary Works Translation Competition” . This
certificate is hereby issued for encouragement.
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